
 

Dear Members of Congress, 
 
As organizations representing medical professionals, the public health community and individuals who 
are immunocompromised, we have been encouraged by Congress’ interest in doing more to stop 
current vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks and prevent more from occurring.  
 
Vaccines have led to the elimination of polio, measles and rubella from the United States. However, a 
confluence of vaccine hesitancy and access issues has led to decreases in vaccination rates and 
subsequent outbreaks. The 2017-2018 influenza season resulted in over 79,000 deaths,1 including 185 
children, most of whom were unvaccinated.2 This number represents more deaths from the flu than any 
single season since the 1970s. As of April 4, 465 cases of measles have been confirmed in 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-season-2017-2018.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/outbreaks/2017March-HepatitisA.htm/
http://kentuckytoday.com/stories/hep-a-outbreak-in-ky-nearing-4000-cases-with-40-deaths,17703
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectiousdisease/epi/hepatitis/documents/2016-HBV_SurvReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6503a2.htm
https://www.wanderer.com/features/regional-rise-of-hepatitis-b/
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/hepatitis-b-c-rise-nc-health-officials-encourage-precautions-testing
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/hepatitis-b-c-rise-nc-health-officials-encourage-precautions-testing
http://www.health.state.mn.us/news/pressrel/2017/measles082517.html


http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2011/Adverse-Effects-of-Vaccines-Evidence-and-Causality.aspx
http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2011/Adverse-Effects-of-Vaccines-Evidence-and-Causality.aspx



