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March 18, 2021 
 
Dear Chairs and Ranking Members of the Labor-HHS-Education, Agriculture, State and Foreign 
Operations, and Defense Appropriations Subcommittees: 
 
The undersigned organizations, representing clinicians, scientists, patients, public health, animal 
agriculture and the pharmaceutical and diagnostics industries, urge you to significantly increase federal 
investments in domestic and global programs to address antimicrobial resistance (AMR). We call for 
a comprehensive One Health approach that encompasses human, animal and environmental health 
with increased funding for surveillance, prevention, stewardship, research and innovation.  
 
Antibiotic resistance is one of the greatest public health threats of our time. Drug-resistant infections 
sicken at least 2.8 million people and kill at least 35,000 people in the United States each year. 
Antibiotic resistance accounts for direct health care costs of at least $20 billion. Globally, over 700,000 
people die each year, accounting for a cost as high as $1.2 istant infections 



for companies to earn a return on investments in antibiotic research and development. Additionally, 
new diagnostic tools are needed to help guide appropriate antibiotic use and enable surveillance. 
 
A deeper federal investment commensurate with the gravity and importance of AMR is urgently 
needed. We recommend: 
 
 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Current CDC resources are not sufficient to address AMR. We recommend $672 million for the 
Antibiotic Resistance Solutions Initiative to achieve the goals outlined in the 2020-2025 National 
Action Plan for Combating Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria. Increased funding would help expand 
antibiotic stewardship across the continuum of care; double grant awards at the state and local level, 
expand the AR Laboratory Network globally and domestically to strengthen the identification, 
tracking and containment of deadly pathogens; support AMR research and epi centers, and increase 
public and health care professional education and awareness activities. This funding is vital to 



systems, strengthen laboratory capacity, train health care workers and disease detectives and support 





Signed, 
 
Accelerate Diagnostics  

AdvaMedDx 



Novo Holdings 

ONCORD, Inc. 

Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease  

Partnership to Fight Infectious Disease  

Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society 

Peggy Lillis Foundation 

Sepsis Alliance 

SIDR Program at Boston University 

Small World Initiative 

Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America 

Society of Critical Care Medicine 

TB Alliance 

The Antimicrobials Working Group  

(Amplyx Pharmaceuticals, Cidara Therapeutics Inc., Entasis Therapeutics Inc., Iterum 

Therapeutics Ltd., Nabriva Therapeutics US Inc., Melinta Therapeutics, Paratek Pharmaceuticals Inc., 

Qpex Biopharma Inc., SCYNEXIS Inc., Summit Therapeutics plc, UTILITY therapeutics Ltd, 

Venatorx Pharmaceuticals Inc. and X-Biotix) 

The Gerontological Society of America 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

The Society of Infectious Diseases Pharmacists 

The Stuart B. Levy Center for Integrated Management of Antimicrobial Resistance at Tufts  

Trust for America's Health  

U.S. Public Interest Research Group 

 


