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be magni�ed when local public health 

systems are underfunded and underde-

veloped.8 

Environmental justice also connects to 

transportation, as proximity to major 

roadways is an indicator of public health 

outcomes. The health impacts of traf�c 

emissions inequitably burden low-income 

communities and communities of color. 

Major roadways are a source of noise 

pollution and hazardous air pollutants 

like particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, 

carbon monoxide and ozone. Exposure 

to these pollutants is linked to asthma, 

cardiovascular disease and death.9 A 

substantial proportion of asthma-related 

morbidity is a consequence of near-road-

way pollution.10 

Low-income communities and communi-

ties of color have more high-speed, high-

traf�c roads and poorer pedestrian and 

bicycle infrastructure.11
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CASE EXAMPLE: WE ACT’S DIRTY DIESEL CAMPAIGN 




